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Dear Knollwood Family, 

 

Can you believe that we are well into the second marking period?  It’s already  

December and soon we will be welcoming in a new year.  I am loving the learning 

environment that I see each day!  The students are working hard, embracing new 

adventure and discovering their love for reading and writing. 

 

As a reminder, we will continue with outside recess unless it is inclement weather.  

Please remember to dress our students for the weather. 

Parents, thank you for your continued support. It is an honor and pleasure to serve 

as Principal of Knollwood Elementary School. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Lisa H. Parker 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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    Kindergarten Kangaroos 

 Time sure does fly by when you’re a Knollwood Kindergartener. Our 

students have been extremely busy in the Kindergarten wing.  We had lots of 

fun on our field trip to “Norz Hill” Farm.  The children got to see lots of        

animals including their famous Zonkey!  We even got to pick a great big 

pumpkin to bring home to our families.  

   In Literacy, we finished our fairy tales and are now focused on Jack and 

Annie and the Magic Tree House books.  We 

have been writing fact books and chapter      

summaries based on the Dinosaurs before Dark.  

 Our hallway is now filled with student de-

signed turkeys.  We hope that you get a chance to 

view them while you visit with us for              

conferences.   
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Fun in First Grade! 
 The first graders have been very busy this Fall!  Throughout the Fall season, the 

first graders were Nature Detectives. They observed the changes the season brings and 

how it affects our daily lives.  

 In the classrooms, the students have been hard at work during the Readers and 

Writers Workshops.  As a result, they have built good reading habits and grown as writ-

ers! Our first grade students wrote personal narratives about a Small Moments in their 

life. They are also learning how to use correct punctuation and how to write complete sen-

tences with lots of details. In Fundations, our first graders have learned many strategies 

to make spelling easier like chunking or tapping out the sounds in the words we are read-

ing and writing. 

 In math, the first graders are working hard to learn their addition and subtraction 

facts. They are learning to apply a variety of math strategies to help them become strong-

er problem solvers.  

 The students were thrilled to meet Eric LeGrand and hear his amazing story! They 

were inspired by his message and have adopted positive attitudes. Our first grade hallway 

is decorated with their inspirational messages about believing in themselves.  



 KNOLLWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

 

                           Lisa Parker Principal 
                           Harold Abraham, Assistant Principal 

                 

 
 

    Soaring in Second Grade 
 The second graders at Knollwood were very busy this Fall! In Reader’s Workshop, 

we worked on “Growing Like Beanstalks” and becoming more mature 2nd grade readers.  

We improved our reading skills by deciding how to read a book, how to give a book a 

“sneak peek”, and set a timed reading goal for ourselves to grow our independent reading 

stamina.  Our end of the year goal is 45 minutes!  We also learned two new comprehen-

sion techniques called “Stop, Think, and Retell” and “Stop and Jot” and also learned 

many new strategies to figure out “Tricky Words”.   

 In Writer’s Workshop, second graders wrote their own “Small Moment” personal 

narrative stories about something that has happened to them.   We learned that a small 

moment story can be written about anything!  We could write about going on our favorite 

ride at Disney World, having dinner with our families, or even carving a pumpkin.  We 

worked hard to write sequentially across 5 pages, with details and describing words, and 

with a strong beginning and ending.   

 In Math, we worked on Place Value concepts within 2-digit and 3-digit numbers.  

We learned how to draw models for numbers, how to write numbers in a variety of ways, 

identified if numbers were odd or even, compared numbers, and completed number pat-

terns.   

 In Social Studies, we learned about how to be a good citizen and about the different 

types of communities.  In Science, we investigated how important the sun is to us, how the 

earth moves, the phases of the moon, and constellations. 
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 Third graders at Knollwood have been actively engaged in marking period one. 

In  Reader’s Workshop we finished our first unit and had a great time learning how to 

build our reading lives. Not only did students find great spots and pick the best fit 

books but we established our reader’s notebooks and practiced skills as we read. We 

are now starting to read mystery books and will work alongside the detectives in our 

stories to solve the mysteries! In Writer’s Workshop we also finished our first unit, we 

wrote amazing personal narratives, or small moments. Students worked on adding de-

tails and dialogue to stretch out the heart of their stories. We studied a famous author, 

Karen Hesse, throughout the unit to explore her craft of writing and how to add de-

tails to show what was happening inside and outside of the character. We are now 

ready to start nonfiction story writing!  

 

In Math, third graders began the marking period building upon skills of addition and 

subtraction with and without regrouping, and practiced their problem solving skills 

with multi-step word problems.  They have recently completed a unit on “Data &    

Graphing” with students learning how to read, collect, and represent                          

information.  Now, it’s the time we’ve all been waiting for, Multiplication! 

 

Social Studies topics included map and globe skills, how a Presidential Election works, 

and now a study of the 3 Branches of the US Government. In Science our first unit 

was Forms of Energy, and after that we’ll move on to Heat, Light, and Temperature.  

Thriving in 3rd Grade 
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Knollwood “Read-Believe-Achieve” Assembly  
Knollwood’s “Read-Believe-Achieve” assembly with Eric Legrand was a terrific success. 

This year we incorporated a schoolwide reading incentive titled “Read-Believe-Achieve” 

for the students at Knollwood. Students logged their reading at home in hopes of winning 

the grand prize, the opportunity read toe Eric and the entire school on this special day. 

Tallying 12,921 minutes of reading, Ms. Johnson’s third grade class was victorious and 

excited for this once in a lifetime opportunity. With 

the use district technology, Ms. Johnson’s class was 

able to read “What to do with a problem” by Yodi 

Kamada to the audience. The books illustrations 

were captured on hover cam and projected on two 

large screens for spectators to see. I wanted to make 

the visit just as special for Eric as it was for Knoll-

wood School, he was presented a pair of hand paint-

ed customized Jordan retro 1 sneakers! Our students 

LOVE coming to school and its days like this and the 

atmosphere we’ve built that promotes this incredi-

ble love for learning! 
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     Breakfast Over Books 
 
On November 4th dozens of Knollwood 
families came to school to read their 
 favorite books before the start of the 
day. This was a great way to show off 
our reading skills and spend time with  
family and friends.  To top it off, this 
was all done over the most important 
meal of the day, breakfast! 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our 
next “Breakfast Over Books” date on  
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10th Annual PTO Walk-a-thon 
  

On October 14th, Knollwood held its 10th annual Walk-A-Thon. This event was 

Knollwood’s first major fundraiser of the school year.  Fortunately, it was a beautiful 

day, perfect for walking!  Our students walked the perimeter of the school while   

sporting “Knollwood” race bibs to show their school pride. 

   

A total of $8,667.00 was raised for field trips, assem-

blies, and much more. We would like to extend a big 

“Thank You” to all of our pledge earners,  as your    

support helps tremendously in making Knollwood     

Elementary a model school. Congratulations to  Liliana 

Fay for being our Grand Prize Winner!  
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Knollwood Entrepreneurs Present at The Board 

of Education 
Sharing the theme of our district's YOU, I , WE INSPIRE , our 

Knolwood Entrepreneurs showcased their newly developed business ideas. Each     

business was solely created by students and developed to benefit the community. The 

students expressed how they have been inspired as students in the Piscataway       

Township School District and took turns sharing how their academics, and                 

educational community have helped 

them acquire their entrepreneurial spirit. 

Students demonstrated their abilities to lead 

confidently, think critically and      under-

stand the value of teamwork. They showed 

that in having a shared vision, valuing their 

peers voices, accepting constructive criticism 

and working together that they can            

accomplish anything they put their mind to. 

 



 KNOLLWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 

 

                           Lisa Parker Principal 
                           Harold Abraham, Assistant Principal 

 

 Can you believe 3 months of this school year are nearly over? It’s going fast! 

We at Knollwood PTO have been very busy! We kicked off the year with our Wel-

come Back Ice Cream Social and have been busy ever since.  Our 10th Annual Walk 

a thon raised $8,667.  Congratulations to Lilian Fay for being our Top Pledge Earn-

er, winner of the X-Box One. She raised $405. Congratulations and thank you to all 

the top ten pledge earners: Stephanie R., Jurnee C., Nathan C., James O.,       

Grantham B., Edwin O., Alexis A., Advait P., Ian S.  and a thank you to all that   

collected pledges.  

 

  The PTO retains 100% of the funds raised and uses it for field trips, assem-

blies, supplies for the students, and gifts for the school. We have also hosted our an-

nual Monster Mash which was a great success! Our families enjoyed dancing with 

the DJ, playing the games, face painting, crafts, the bake sale, sandy candy, and 

pictures with the Knollwood Kangaroo.   For those that joined us for Breakfast 

Over Books, we hope you enjoyed starting your day reading with your children.  

We also hosted our Fall Staff Lunch and thanks all those that donated drinks and 

desserts.  We have our movie night coming up on December 9th. We hope to see you 

there!  We are looking forward to all that is ahead for 2017! 
 

 A big thanks to all of our volunteers and people who fundraised for us! We are very   

grateful for your support and the kids get to do some fun activities! 
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Counselor’s Corner   Dr. Sarah Rutstein, Psy.D. x5822 
 

Counselor’s Corner: Character Still Counts! 
 

 
This year our students are continuing to work on developing good character. 

Each month they are taught about a new character trait and different ways to 

exhibit this trait in school. At the end of each month, students are nominated 

to receive a reward and participate in a small celebration who best exhibited 

that trait of the month.  The traits will be taught and practiced during the   

following months: 

 

September/October: Respect  

November/December: Responsibility 

January: Fairness 

February: Citizenship 

March/April: Caring 

May: Trustworthiness  

June: Character All-Star 

 

We look forward to another great year of building character in our students. 

As always, thank you for helping to encourage our students in demonstrating 

good character!  
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                                  INSPIRE GRANT WINNERS!!! 

 

The Piscataway Education Foundation received a total of 31 grant applica-

tions. Requests spanned across subject areas, including ELA, STEM, Social 

Studies, Foreign Language, Arts, Physical Education, as well as Special 

Needs and Socialization.  Congratulations to the following Knollwood    

teachers on winning the 2016-2017 Inspire Grant Award. 

 

Ms. Flood—Bridging the Gap 

 

Ms. Metrokotsas – Active Seating & Engaged Learners Program  

 

Ms. Reynolds—Coding Oz Bots 

 

Ms. Srouji—ESL Conversation Program  
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Health Office        Mrs. Judy Collins, RN, CSN x5828 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The health office has been busy since the start of school.  Many stu-

dents needed updates to immunizations and physical examinations.  Please 

be sure to submit all paperwork as soon as possible.  

 

 Flu season is upon us.  The CDC recommends everyone 6 months of 

age and older get a flu shot.  If your child is ill with fever or respiratory/

stomach symptoms, please keep them home.   Call your child’s physician or 

school nurse for advice if you are unsure.  Eating nutritious food, getting 8-

10 hours of sleep at night and daily exercise will help protect and strengthen 

immunity.  Together we can help keep staff and students at Knollwood 

school healthy.  

 

 


